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anſſer, no itch to become an author, 


IF 


TO THE. 


P 2 Bok 1 '© * 


" Dapicarion a as W 

FR tos publication as legitimacy 
04 child ; but as I have no blown= © 
up fool to fatter, no private end to 


thirſt for praiſe, nor dread of cenſure, 
I ſhall therefore commit the annexed 
. ſheets to your protection; in the 
- courſe of which the reader will find 
my pen a moſt faithful amanuenſis 
to truth. And if fo weak a mon iir 
contributes but a mite to gener 5 
lity, the end is fulfilled ; if no 
intention is equally laudable. 1 
ſowed the ſeeds of reformaton 
you muſt manure the lan 7 and give 


- the increaſe, The taſk: i i ng 
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enemies is "4 certain conſequence, 
whilſt a creation of friends amounts 


A not to a glimmering hope. To raiſe : 


a party or private emolument, I have 
quitted' the turnpike-road, and o- 
mitted every thing neceſſary for the 


S I 3, viz. libelling the moſt te- 


ectable characters in the nation, 
and giving Town and . a 


* to truth. A 


1. may 3 aid WV more en 


= 15 Juſtice, that the ſubject matter . 
zs but the conſequence of a private 


1 5 between the author and om 
the parties alluded to. Such | 


if tits of malice, and other obſtacles : 
ol He like nature, I am well aware 


of, ad am provided with proper 


| artilley.co combat all ſuch 6558 
I 


tion. Its therefore neceſſary to de- 
clare, that] took chambers in Gray 8— 
Inn with a ſettled purpoſe of detect- 


I ing the numerous and enormous 


abuſes 


1 1 
abuſes and cruckevla contained i in the 8 
c 


' . 


How 1 came to fail in the under- 
taking, my Letter to the Citizens of . 


0 London fully explains. 


The Giving my Niere; packs 
papers, and every thing I "was pol 
ſefled of, under ee of debt. 
and the more flagrant PETE NE of 
Exzcuriox, together with the diſ- 
poſſeſſing me of my habitation, will 
neither ſerve to prevent the ſubſcrib- 
ing myſelf of Gray s-Inn, or con- 
tinuing there, if a Grain of Jos rin 2 


or Equrty is to be found i in a Tox 7 


| of Law. | 
| 4 am, 


With ſome degree of faithfulneſs | 
be. he pub: $ devoted ſervant, 25 


Ron. Hor LowWAr. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


on E originals from whence theſe: copies 

are moſt exactly drawn, being WHOLE 
' LENGTH pieces, in a Letter to the CiTizEns 
of LonDoN, the publication has been sur- 
' PRESSED on account of their MonsTROUS 
Mien. Notwithſtanding the Dignity and 
Gracefulneſsof their perſonages, I ſhall make 
bold to exhibit them to that part of the 
public who have curioſity enough to know 
the Namrzs, Ficure, and CHARACTER of | 
the moſt TLLUSTRIOUS ScoUNDRELS this ? 
Sy has 8 | 


= 


* * The publiſher 20 this Latter 90 . 
15 a direction to the author b 


ROB. HOLLOWAY. 
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AG TS. + ed. ; 179027 
FFAHERE is an innate ſatisfaction in 
human nature that will ever mani- 
"© feſt itſelf when occaſion 1 
the tribute of praiſe to our actions, and a 
nerous mind feels an equal degree of os 
in paying that tribute in the coin of truth; 
but the ambiguity of your actions renders 
their conſtruction fo doubtful, there is much 
hazard in giving or denying them approba- 
tion. Whilſt the boiſterous malevolence of 
. your enemies load you with vices foreign to 


your heart, the fanatic adulation of your 


zealots as fervently extol you for virtues wE 
know not of. Opinions diametrically oppo- 
ſite in general are but hyperboles created 
and cheriſhed by the violence of party, and 
at beſt leare an i hypotheſis too intricate ta 

| | draw 


= 1 


draw any concluſion of real principles or 
motives from. It is therefore not altogether 10 
unpardonable if a writer ſhould err in the 


portrait of a character ſo equivocal. In two 


things however the people of all degrees, . 
intereſt, and principles ſeem to concur; 
namely, that the advantage derived from 


your conduct has heretofore been merely 


accidental, and that if your integrity could 
keep pace with your abilities, this nation 
might juſtly boaſt an ornament unknown to 
others; whether either or both theſe con- 
jectures bear the teſtimony of truth your own 
heart can beſt determine; nevertheleſs it is 
indiſputably evident that we have not wit-. 
neſſed one premeditated or intentional bene- 
fit, independent of your own perſonal and 
private intereſt, flowing from à courſe of 
eight years patriotiſm ; how far your en- 
deavours may have fell ort of your afſis- 
duity and inclination in the purſuit of an. 
public good, I will not conteſt. The multi- 
tude have long been taught to conſider you 
as an oracle pregnant with miracles eventu- 
ally as their different imaginations repre- 


ſented them; as yet thoſe ſanguine expecta- 
tions are totally unanſwered : it is therefore 


abſolutely neceſſary to do ſomething either 
to SERVE or DECEIVE, no matter which. 


bow anc& is — characteriſtic of Engliſhmen, 


who. 


4 


cho as oreedily ſwallow the decent as the 
ſervice. They have entertained a moſt ſove- 
reign reſpect for the hacknied and proſtituted 

word LIBERTY, without a comprehenſion of 
any property or meaning peculiar to that ad- 
mirable ſubſtantive more than the bare ſound; 
to evince this truth we need only look back 
and view the innumerable ſtabs given to the 
vitals of Liberty in thoſe very moments they 
meant to celebrate her triumph over Tyranny. 
The ſeizure of your perſon and papers with 


a general warrant furniſhed us with one in- 
ſtance of miniſterial oppreſſion, or rather 


miniſterial ignorance; to remedy. which we 
have ſeen the miſguided advocates of Li- 
berty committing every ſpecies of violence 
without any warrant at all, ſpurning the au- 
thority of magiſtrates, and attempting a 
total ſubverſion of that order and govern- 
ment fo abſolutely neceſſary to GENUINE 
LIEBER TV, the certain effects of a bigoted 
enthuſiaſm. Liberty in itſelf is the balm of 
life to an Engliſhman ; but, like phyſic pre- 
ſcribed. for our health, if treated with judg- 
ment, preſerves the frame; if not, turns to 


| poiſon and deſtroys it.— Our excellent conſti- 
tution has rendered this ineſtimable jewel the 
birth-right and inheritance of the meaneſt 
ſubject, not in proportion to our other en- 
5 . but in ſuch equal lots, that the 
e peaſant 


[ 


1 


_ peaſant "VO with the prince. The thing 
itſelf is the ſame in king or ſubject, the dif- 
ference only ſubſiſts | in the mode of obtain- - 

ing and ufing it. A due reverence to the 

laws of the land on which Liberty 1 is found- 
ed, and a proper reſpect to the miniſters 
acting judicially under lawful authority, is 
the moſt eligible method of preſerving our 
privileges, whilſt an impartial diſtribution. 


and faithful 1 interpretation: of thoſe laws will 120 
moſt aſſuredly prove à ſufficient bulwark 


againſt all infringements or attacks of tyranny. 

Nor need we have any apprehben/ions tor con- 
trary events, but from a {ſpirit of ſedition 
amongſt ourſelves. When anarchy ſuperſedes 


order and ſubordination, when the laws be- 


come trampled on and violated, when right 
and wrong have loſt their diſtinction, and 
juſtice and injuſtice are melted down into the 
ſame maſs, Liberty will periſh in the confuſed. 
chaos, and we ſhall inevitably become ſlaves 
unpitied, inaſmuch that we have volunta- 
rily ſapped the foundation of freedom, and 
| * 8 the chains of our own bondage. 5 | 


Thus Wh Sir, I held abſolutely won: | 
fary by way of introduction, and for two ſpe- 
cial reaſons; firſt, to manifeſt my inde- 
-pendence of party zeal ; and _ to 
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Mew my eſteem for the FONT bali 15 ven- 
5 ture to cenſure the execution of them. 


- 


BE (hall now e 15 candid medio- 
crity between the extremes of violent pre- 
Judice and blind partiality, to point out a 
grievance of a moſt oppreſſive nature, which 
the common people have long groaned 
under and complained of to no purpole. 
As this is a ſpecies of oppreſſion falling im- 


mediately under your own abſolute power 


in ſome meaſure (as ſheriff) to redreſs (inde- 

endent of minifterial mandates or influence) 
we ſhall therefore. look upon your endea- 
vours to remove the injuries and eſtabliſh a 
remedy as the touch-ſtone or ſtandard of 
| der affection and gratitude to a people who 

ave deſerved: both on many occaſions. It 
is evident you was apprized of the infinite 
abuſes committed by ſheriffs officers previous 
to your election, and that theſe abuſes called 


loudly for redreſs; therefore you very judi- 


ciouſly made a public declaration, © that the 4 
© rectifying ſuch intolerable cruelties ſhould 
« © be conſidered as the condition of your eleC- 
« tion.” Having thus pledged your veracity 
for the due performance of ſo neceſſary and 
Intereſting a contract, we wait with ſome 
impatience the redemption of this ſolemn 


en. The . is now * Which 
Will 


9 5 Ex 
will . you fair opportunity of riveting | 


the affection of your friends and contemnin 8 
the malice of your enemies. 


In an undertaking ſo truly en and 
beneficial to the lives, liberties, and property 
ol your fellow citizens and ſubjects, you can- 
not doubt the affiſtance of every friend to 


Juſtice. Experience has furniſhed me with a 


plentiful ſtock of ſuch materials moit neceſſary 


to lay the foundation and ground-work of . 


your intended plan, and I ſhall moſt cheer- 
fully transfer them when called on. Though 
notwithſtanding - ſuch aſſiſtance, joined to 
your own unparalleled intrepidity, ſagacity, 
and acquaintance with the laws, I fear the 
_ taſk of reformation will prove too arduous 
for your ſingle efforts. That you may form 
a more perfect idea of the difficulties you 
have to encounter, I ſhall ſet before your 
view the riſe, progreſs, abilities, ſtrength, and 
| Prepoſterous magnitude of a modern ſheriff's 
officer. This excrement of the law is in ge- 
- neral the outcaſt of bagnios and more in- 
famous brothels, or the vomit ef every gaol 
within the bills of mortality ; if he can boaſt 
a ſeven years tour to America, it is an acqui- 
fition to his pretenſions. Let this be as it 
may, certain it is, that they moſt +14 


unload 9 of. every tender ſenſation 
| mo - 


4x A 
and feeling incident to human nature to 
render their conſcience light enough for a 
thorough bailiff. Bawdy-houſe keepers, or 


other perſons of equal reputation, find it 
their intereſt to ſtand ſecurity to the ſheriffs, 


the clerks in whole office, after receiving the 


neceſſary perquiſite and treat, admit him to 
the vocation of his profeſſion ; being thus 
conſtituted a miniſter of juſtice durante bene 
placito, and having been regularly initiated 
in the principles of thieving from his cradle, 
he begins the plundering trade, as if licenſed 
purſuant to act of parliament, under the 
cheriſhing wings of the law, provided with 
the annexed indiſpenſible implements of his 
profeſſion ; viz. ten of his e ee compa- 
nions, by way of a corps de reſerve, when on 
the forlorn hope ®, a thorough-paced petty- 
fogging attorney, an infamous broker, whoſe 
conſcience exceeds not the price of a ruſh 
chair, and @ very reputable, worthy, 'monied- 
man, whoſe ſacceſsful VILLANIES have 


enabled him to advance a ſum on every oc- 


caſion that offers a VIC TIM to his Friend- 
_ ſhip. The diabolical band of this demi- 
Pino _ thus arraignet;! and _—_— ee 


Wretches la fear to affidavits upon all OS Fg ; 
without knowing the — or the n ey are ex- 
hibjred againſt, 


eſtabliſhed 


1 8 YL | 
eſtabliſhed under the inſpecion of a female - 


ORD principles of the ſame dimenſion, the 8 


1 995 opens, and the tortures begin on the 


anhappy object that falls in their clutches, 


who, is no ſooner brought home (as the 


phraſe is) but ſurrounded by this: flock of 
harpies. The attorney attends in capacity of 
mid wife to his misfortunes, and moſt care- 
fully delivers him of all his ſecrets, ſuch as, 
how much property he is poſſeſſed of, how 
much he owes, and many other particulars 
very material to him; the bottle is puſhed 
briſkly about, and the priſoner is made to 
believe he is amongſt his beſt friends. The 


firſt and principal point is gained when they 


have prevailed on him not to pay or de | 


the debt. If he wants money a worthy bo- 
net man attends, who will lend it him, 


doing theſe things frequently to men in his 
- Fituation, Five different meſſages are ſent to 


his acquaintances to bail him; the meſſenger . 
miſtakes the way, and goes to his other 


cCreditors for more writs; the priſoner 1s 


charged a ſhilling or half a crown for each of 


_thoſe ſervices. Unluckily his friends were 


out—but what of that! Mr. and Mr, — 


ſhall bail him to-morrow, and the ſcoundrel 


of a plaintiff will never have fix pence. (the 
only word of truth he hears). To-morrow 


comes, the office 1s to be des = 
By; | | GVV 


da: 


. 
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. 1 SD 
again! it is a holiday, or not office-hours, 
Kc. &c. Now a bill is brought in of five or 
ix pounds, for which his new acquaintance 
have eat and drank well; his pockets ſtripped 
paves the way to ſtripping his houſe an- 
other writ or two is come againſt him by 
theſe delays. The unhappy man is now 
fairly in the trammels . what muſt be done 
Why, any thing to obtain liberty, The 
biiliff's good friends bail him, at the mode/# 
expence of half the debts - and from that 
moment he dates his inevitable ruim, He is 
ſoon after called on to bail ſome raſcal of 
= their own upon a ſham action, who is never 
to be found afterwards ; therefore he muſt 
pay the debt and coſt, which is ſnacked in 
| the FaMiLy. If it is inconvenient, out of 
pure fr:end/bip and humanity, a little time is 
= given upon a bond and judgment, which is 
no ſooner · ſigned, &c. but execution is taken 
3 out and levied, The bone broker appraiſs 
the effects to one third the value, the monied . - 
friend purchaſes them under the ſheriff's bill 1 
of ſale, the deluded wretch is robbed, beg- 44 
gared, and branded for a villain by his fair 
creditors, whilſt the attorney, bailiff, broker, 
and purchaſer divide the booty; and the un- 
happy debtor is ſent to the King's Bench or 
Fleet, as an additional proof of THEIR in- 
duſtry. But as the ſame niedicine agrees not 


* 


whk all 1 ſo the fame do&rine 


ſuits not all principles, we will for a mo- 
ment turn our attention to a freſh e. 


and mark the operation of a freſh reme 


The patient now is a man of large 3 | 


Whoſe credit is not quite exhauſted, encum- 


bered with a good-looking promiſing booty; 


he is therefore, in conſideration of ten per 
cent. indulged with a length of tether, and 
bargains for a leaſe of liberty from term to 


term conditionally, that he neglects his bu- 


ſineſs, and calls every day to treat his keeeper 


with a bottle of Madeira, and ſome other ; 


trifing preſent of five guineas value for the 


ſhe. Saracen who ſupplies the place of hoſteſs | 


to this infernal inquiſition. However per- 


nicious men may eſteem thoſe kind of . 


vices when at a diſtance from the neceſſity of 
accepting them, there are few to be found 
poſſeſſed of ſufficient reſolution to reject li- 
berty on any terms. If mankind in general 
were, Sir, bleſſed with your fortitude, they 
would eagerly concur in this maxim, that 
the worſt of all danger is the dread on't. 


Misfortunes gather ſtrength by travelling, 


and come home loaded with affliction in 


proportion to the time they take to reach us; 
therefore when we view them, though aloof, 

it is our intereſt to meet, before x 6 bur 
1775 ä too wah, ; but the co 

bas + p tenie 
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55 ; 
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tenſe is the moſt predominant of Buchen | 


paſſions, and we are too apt to think, Whilſt 


ganger is out of fight, it is eaſily conquered; 
hence it is that the unhappy objects in queſ- 


tion entail on themſelves a life of miſery, by 


ſtudiouſly waving the difficulties of a day. 
If men in trade, the very inſtant they are 
artrreſted, would throw their property into 
the hands of creditors, they would certainly 


eſcape the conſequences attending a different 
ſtep, which at beſt is only ine _— 


: without a hope of avoiding it: 1 


Eike one bo: 701 ling to Aufi, a white © 

A ſudden ruin, props 1 5 tottering pile, 
Vl in ſhort ſpace the houſe, the prop, and all 
7 Werber i ing ors. exp ruin fall.” 


4 But to return; more actions ns ug 
the priſoner on parole, and it is neceffary to 


have bail, not as a ſecurity to the plaintiffs, 


but to augment the bailiff's emolument. It 
is a lucky hit if he has no friends ready; 'for 


then the banditti come into pay, and the 
HaxvesT begins, which ends not While a 


_ moveable is found on his premiſes; houſhold 


furniture indeed is not the great crop aimed 
at, the unfortunate man is yet in good credit, 
and it would be the height of ingratitude to 


refuſe a * COPIES with his own deſtruc- 


B'2 tion, 


8 


fie 1 


io to forve ſuch worthy Sends as his bail; 


therefore he muſt accept a bill of 50 or 


100 l. for this raſcal, another of the like 


ſum for his colleague in iniquity, otherwiſe 
he is in danger of being rendered to priſon, 
The bills thus obtained are negociated, and 
the conſideration ſent to the den where they 


were given, and there divided by the thieves 


who inhabit it. The bills Root due 
the acceptor no abilities to pay—-writs are | 
taken out. more bail is procured of the 
fame complexion—-more notes muſt be given 


for the ſame laudable purpoſes—more credu- 
lous tradeſmen are eaſily found to take them, 


and the product divided as before — and fo 
on ad Fo ea till his credit is on a level 
with their principles. A ſtatute of bank- 
ruptcy at laſt drops the curtain, and thus 
ends the farce before the tragedy is begun, 

Pettyfogging attornies, bailiffs, brokers, and 
thieves of every denomination have devoured 
his ſubſtance, . the | creditors are in luck 

if enough is. left to pay the expence. 1 a 


commifſfion, The bankrupt is ſent td gaol 


to linger out the remaipder of a wretched 
life, as a reward for that folly and impru- 


dence, which his creditors conſtrue fraud 
and villany, He | 
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1 may be thought, Sir, that the fertility 
of my invention ſupplies the chaſm of bs 
 liffs knavery, and that to indulge an unjuſti- 
fable ſpleen, I have given my veracity a 
ſtretch; indeed there is no. occaſion for 
fiction, I have a molt plentiful ſtock of ſub- 
ſtantial, well- atteſted infamy to cull mate- 
rials from, and can produce many men 
who have gone through this ceremony ſtep © 
by ſtep, with this variation only, that the 
ſcope. of villany has been more extenſive, 
and the cataſtrophe protracted toa longer date. 
Things are ſtrongly miſrepreſented if a certain 
bailiff of Middleſex. did not extort bills 
to the amount of 30001. from one man in 
the afore- mentioned ſituation. But if theſe 
tranſactions, infamous as they are, were the 
ultimate of their villany, I ſhould hold them 
ſo. barren of vice as not to merit cenſure. 
Acts of a more alarming and cruel nature 
are daily practiſed by theſe Buccanezss and 
Huss ARs of law; I ſhall therefore overlook 
theſe as ſupernumerary artifices, bagatelles, 
and common garniſh to their ſtanding houſe- 
Hold diſh of villanies, and proceed to a view 
of their integrity in the execution of a legal 


| proceſs levied on the effects of a defendant. | 


The firſt ſtep i in this batinats.; is 9 | 
from two to any reguiſite number of their own 
wortbies in poſſeſſion „not to 8 the 

1 pro- 


! 
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property but to * that no ſuch Poker 
exiſted, if neceſſary. The goods are generally 
taken off the premiſes without the fediousß 
form of appraiſement, inventory, or bill of 
fale from the ſheriff; nor is the difference 
between the ſum levied and the amount of 
the property any obſtruction, theſe are ni- 
ceties to be determined by law. Taking ALL 
the property they find is, in the Bailiff Dic= 
tionary, ſecuring the ammunition to prevent 
A FIRING ; the Engliſh of which is, robbing 
a man of ALL wilt prevent his having any 
thing left to procure redreſs, The burglary 
thus. completed, the plunder” is appraiſed 
the FAMILY broker, and as formally fold 
be another hone# chapman in the FAMILY 
If the injured party ſhould: fortunately 
ee a friend to inquire into the nature of 
this atrocious robbery, what avails it! the 
matter comes before the court—affidavits 
innumerable prove the legality of the whole 
tranſaction, and the oppreſſor triumphs in 
victorious villany. © Vet a man of common 
underſtanding Will anſwer, how is it poſſible 
theſe depredations can be committed with | 
impunity, in the face of ſuch excellent laws? 
I reply, that the excellency of "thoſe laws, 
and their favourable interpretation by our 
judges, &c. renders it almoſt impracticable 


to come at offenders of this claſs. Whilſt | 
LO 


affidavits can be 3 at the ſtinted price 


of half a crown, to weigh in teſtimony 
againſt ſuch as are the language of truth, 


dictated by conſcience only, we have little 9 


hopes of redreſs for injuries of this ſtamp, 
as the complaint muſt be made by motion on 
. affidavit, and the reply is made in the fame * 
mode, with five affidavits to one, which 
lawyers term weight of metal; therefore 
ve may juſtly ſay, the laws deſigned for 
our protection are in the hands of infamous 
profeſſors, the moſt grievous evil the ſubject 
knows; the laws of this kingdom, though 
the moſt admirable code in the known 
world, are but ſo many implements of op- 
preſſion to individuals deſtitute of abilities 
to purchaſe a proper ſhare of them; a con- 
vincing proof that Libgrty, unaccompanied 
with property, is a MERE FARCE. TI will. 
venture to affirm, that if half theſe outrages 
had been committed in an abſolute mon- 
archy, nothing ' leſs than the offender's life 
would atone for the offence; from what 


falſe notions then do we bear with oppreſſions | 


unknown and unheard of even amongſt the 
Algerines, and other countries diſlinguiſhed 
by the badge of ſlavery? I will maintain 
that, to poor individuals, ſuch flavery is vir- 
tually xaos in every ADVANTAGEOUS 
l of the- word, in a more bene- 

24 . 


LY. 5 

? ficlal Gaſs than the ſubjects. of this country .. 
experience. Do not theſe laws murder the 
wretch languiſhing under the intenſeneſs 
of hunger, and every other motive that 
the wants of human nature can urge, who 
ſteals a ſhilling, at the ſame time that they 


ſcreen a+ dignified villain, living luxuriouſſy 


on the ſpoils of a whole nation, who, by 
purchaſing a little well- che wed eloquence at 
the bar, gets his robberies graced with the 
epithets of error and miſtake ? But, of all 
the diabolical practices in the creed of a bai- ; 
ff and pettifogger, the breaking open our 
houſes, under PRETENCE of an execution, 
is ſurely the moſt ſhocking, though not the 
leaſt frequent. This ſpecies of burglary is 
perpetrated in the following manner : one c 
their o- operators is ſet up a creditor, no . 
matter for what ſum; that circumſtance 1 
guided by the amount of the property diſ- 
covered on the premiſes. A writ is imme- 
diately ſued out, and another pettifogger ac- ; 
cepts ſervice in the ſuppoſed defendant's . 


name, whom he never ſaw or heard of. In 
this manner the proceedings go on; a decla- 
ration is delivered and received in the like 
manner, and, to give a better colour to the 


tranſaction, a ſpecial plea is put in: in this 
- ſeemingly regular mode, execution is taken 
out and levied on the effects of the unfor⸗- 
353 tunate 


xi 


tunate object, who is thunder-ſtruck at the > 
event, as well he may; but * ; 


or eee is fruitleſs, 


oe The property is either fold on the bee. 
| 15 0 taken a for the ſame purpoſe. i 


rant. | 


The affair is ſo 1 as to 1 the X 
 hft day of a term, that no court. may be 


open to a complaint; and before the next 
term AvyrpAvirs fufficient prove not only 


the legality of the debt and proceedings, but 


that no ſuch tranſaction ever happened, if 


that ſhould be found moſt convenient. I have 


been witnefs to the oppreffion and cruelties 
_ exerciſed in conquered countries, the miſery 


and wretchednefs of the inhabitants living 
umcker rifitary and deſpotie governments, 
and to the 1 train of evils accom- 


the feat of war; but never, no ne- 
ver, met . with horrors ſo dreadful to loo 
on, as are daily perperrated with im m_ in 
ene country of bee Uberty 7 * F 


| 4+ well-vemight A eee nar; b 


5 = e the BFFECTS, * and dee war. - 


It A 
* * 
.- 8 f — 


— 


The officer rakes ſhelter under his v ware 8 


„ attorney under 10 cliene s nfs 
tions to ſue. 5 ; 
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4 Why dowe 85 Spain, nel Pr Italy, 
that we haze neither braves, aſlaflins, or in- 
e je when we are curſed with petty- 

ogging attornies, bailiffs, and knights of the 

ſt. a mote numerous and dangerous ect 
of banditti, who commit every ſpecies of 
barbarity and cruelty, under the ſpecious 
pretext of doing theif duty? To what pur- 
poſe do we daily waſte our lungs, and IE 
the drum of our ears, bauling at the ille- 
ality of GENERAL W ARRANTS; FREY 2 © 
T” once in a Saturn ? ? 5 


* ; 


= defy the annals of the 1 of 12 8 
office 4 produce a General Warrant, or 
even the records of the Star Chamber, an 
0 order fraught with Favel ppprefiion. 1 
by, = . 
N 1 1 remember rig ght, the warrant Able 
| ſeized your * and papers left you 
quiet poſſeſſion of every thing elſe ; and 
even thoſe papers were returned, with the 
additional recompence of Four THOUSAND 
PounDs : notwithſtanding we look on vou 
as a martyr to miniſterial vengeance and op- 
| preſſion. | If ſo, by what ſtandard: of op⸗ | 
preſſion will you meaſure the wrongs here 


55 complained of? Vou cannot inſult our un- 5 


derſtanding ſo far as to tell us, oppreſſion 
from one miniſter of ſtate is * than 


"0" 


„ -w ; ; 
Pg Pe . - . 


- = 
* % 8 . + 
Yr > 
»A * * 
„ 
* 2 * 


from fifty nder of Kir Who not | 
only ſeize our property, deemed” ſuch. by 


Br Race but the abſolute exceptions. 1n Law, ; 


= e N and . 1 


* 1 


If, Sir, you are not a perfect Mocxzzy . 
2 that patriotiſm you fo induſtriouſly per- 
ſuade us is the ſpring of | ALL your actions, 
if you have a grain of genuine liberty in 
your compoſition, if you are not ſteeled 
againſt the feelings of humanity, loſt to 
every ſenſe of gratitude, and deaf to the. 
cries of the injured; you will ſearch and 
probe the very inmoſt receſſes of theſe in- 
famous tranſactions; and, if poſſible, totally 
eradicate the cauſe. But I fear the root 
has taken too faſt a hold to be removed by 
your utmoſt efforts; indeed you may lop the 
branches, and prune the ſprouts, but no-— 
thing leſs than a parliamentary aid can deſtro * 
the trunk; or at leaſt, to make any tolerabl 

figure or progreſs in the buſineſs, the chief 
| Juſtice muſt exert his abilities and power, or 
all yours will prove little leſs than abortive 
and fruitleſs. But as it is not a ſufficient 
excuſe for neglecting a part, becauſe we can- 
not accompliſh the whole, I ſhall. poiot out 
to you a few inconveniencies, which may in 
ſome He, a be remedied or W in 


= C 2 Fou 


* Von are to 1 care Sh eligible bail is 
not, on any PRETENCE, rejected; for the 
Jaws have put it out of the ſheriffs power 
to refuſe ſuch bail as APPEAR telpen- 
ſible for the debt at the Tims it is offered, 
nor dges the law call on the ſheriff, ſhould 
ſuch bail ſubſequently become inſolvent ; 
_ notwithſtanding the contrary doctrine ood 
As and | pettytogging attornies, 1 


. are 5 take care, that for a bail-bond 
to a bill of Middleſex, that one guinea per 
ande is not extarted, gr is ond COM 


You ſhould totally ws the 3 | 
of makinga = pay half a crown, but 
oſtener five ſhillings, for ſearching the office - 
of Middleſex; which is a tax founded on 
no better authority than the rautgal * 
bailiff and clerk 1 in — 


You ſhould ks care, that a 0 blank war 


5 7 go out of the ee Wh 5 ee of 
1 writ. "of | 


Wa ſhould take oh _ wp rin a> 
fled "_ you e 4 Warrant an been. 
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" Fou u thowld take care, Mat fach writs ue" 


not altered after Tang. | 
| | ' * 8 
Vou ſhould take care, when more perſons 
Arai one are included in a writ, that no more 
Fane one is perry a warrant. A 8 


7 


Toi ſhould eotfiitints! Ai "PROT appral rater of 
5 reputation, and take ſecurity for his inte- 
grity in the appraiſememt of all ſuch goods 
$5 arg ſeized by virion of EXECULiON, | 1 5 
e 


% 


Wk ſhould prevetit n in ebert,. 
ing preſents from bailiffs, as ſuch F 
N be for the 128888 good. 


Vou thould ſts care: that | Maint 108 
5 An dent are not BOTH Aid with the 
425 of 2 end 11 too > by treble 


- You 3 et TIRE WY in 
Middleſex to take bail · bonds, the 2 as in 
London; but under better 9 55 1 


'You ſhould appoint a proper b to 
fuperintend lock-up-houſes twice a week, 
and make returns of ſuch priſoners -as re- 


main for want .of bal, . the names 
"0 of 


4 
+ 
5 * 244 af 
% SY wo, 
** 
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| of ſuch bail as aa” wy th Roms OFFRRED 


52 2 


"© ſhou Id A. the expence of a 
| up-houſes, and have thoſe regulations ms 
| vp for the INSPECTION of prilongrtgu is 


3 \ 
* 


oe: $HoULD. PREVENT: ANY. Oxercenr 
KEEPING. A: LoCK-UP-HOUSE, OR HAVING 
ANY. INTERHST, THEREING 7, n % of + | 

| „ 465 3 | 
: To. chumerate ALL the N and 3 
fices practiſed by theſe gentlemen would ſwell 
this Letter to a voluminays ſize. Suffice N 
therefore, that I have pointed out more mal- 
practices than you will eafily rectify, or 


could have comprehended from common | 


report, notwithſtanding you conceived _ | 
1 be both numerous and flagrant, ons 


i thus far ſhewn what is 5 0 
in open defiance of all laws human and di- 
vine, it will not be improper to remark» how 
far theſe outrages are carefully prohibited by 
the ſtrict letter of the laws now in force. 
„ 5 : 
5 ” No arreſt . is WY unleſs the balliff hs 
ſolutely lay his hand on the defendant ;ifor 
the 0 expreſs arreſt by t the words CAPIaAs, 


ATTACHIAS, that Is, to take and catch- 
| hold; 


** 


85 „„ 
od; cherer, breaking open doors to 
make an arreſt is no more lawful than break 


ing them to commit 4 burglary; for every 


act of violence is unlHeful till the arreſt bs 


: made and nt. + * PA WE; 


No arreſt in Gol 1 is to 85 made 


with violence; by breaking open doors, un- 


leſs when regular poſſeſſion ſhall be reco- 


vered of any houſe, and the defendant hap- 


ns to be in sucn Housg. Therefore 


| bailiffs enter. at their peril, and the defen- 


dant is juſtifiable in putting him to death 


in the fey - inftant he ATTEMPTS to 


 Taiſea latch 3 0 it would be abſurd to ſu 


poſe the laws will protect a man in the com- 


2 miſſion of an unlawful act. 


rn 4 peed | + thts; 


Any bailiff MALICIOUSLY | arreſting any 


perſon: where no. cauſe of action is, ſhall 


ſuffer ſix months impriſonment, and ſhall | 
| pay treble damages, with a . of 1 


ol. before he is 8 a Te. 


| No bailiff ſhall ike more We 8 whit 955 


the law allows upon pain of i incurring a pe- 
nalty of 401. with e . to "00 


oo: 8 en 
iv . - SD 
9 les gail himfor executing 


* ä = . "ne" 


= 


$ 
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ns whom all the other grievances, either 
poſitively or negatively, ſpring. My lord Coke 


Poſſeſſion of houſes, lands, and goods by jalſe in- 


5 „ EY 15 — * * 
* 3 2 9 * ad 

k - 4 : 5 5 

s 4 TY 


@ writ OPPRESSIVELY 15 Fokes, Exton 
a oe in _ Senn nn 


* 


Dat our ; haves le e e 


cheriffs only oſtenſible for the due execution 
of writs, and therefore take little notice of 


their: deputies, but make him anſwerable for 
THEIR- acts in a miniſterial capacity; and 


. equitably ſo; for the law ſuppoſes him ca- 
pable of avoiding evils 2 this nature 2 


1 . n = 


We will now e * dt the 


ave have made againſt Barratry and other 


quitous practices of pettyfogging attornies, 


thus defines a Barrator ; that he is a common 
mover and maintainer of Kits in difurbance 


of the peace, and in taking and dktaining the 


wentions, and therefore the indifiment againſt | 
Bim OUGHT to be in theſe words ; vr. that 
he is, ComMMuNn1ous MALEFACTOR, CA- 
LUMNIATOR, & SPMINAToR L#T1UM, & 
DisCOoRDLARUM INTER VICIN GS Vos & 


Pcs , REG4S PERTURBATOR, So &. 
which is ſaying, that a barrator or petty- . 
fogger is the moſt dangerous oppreſſor in the 


ws for he oppreſieth: the innocent under 
colour | 


* SEC "Te 


| eglour of chat law which was ont to mb 


them from oppreſſion ; and yet we have 500. 
of theſe barrators or pettyfoggers in the courts | 
at Weſtminſter every term, in the full exer- 

ciſe of their depredations, notwithſtanding 
the laws expreſly pronounce the following 

ſentence againſt them; viz. © that they ſhall 
ebe rendered MOOR of _ as attor- 


| &, nies. TELE 


cc Attoriies muſt produce receipts from 
<« under the hands of council, or other 
e ſons receiving fees, if requeſted by Heir 
« clients, or they ſhall not be allowed them; 
<« and attornies muſt give in to their clients a 
te true bill, under their own hand-writing, of 
© all ſuch foes, &c. one month before any 

c action ſhall be ae N * clients 


TY for the fame, . 


. No er ſhall delay his clients ſuit 
©, from any advantage to himſelf, or demand | 
« more than his due fees and diſburſements, - { 
6 under pain of a Hop and diſability to act. 


K * 


166 If any aka mall ſuffer any other per- c 
* ſon to proſecute any ſuit in his name, he” 
1 thall AG 201. 1 
By «, 11 — attorney's bill, upon . be 

8 weed a SIXTH ou he ſhall paya peel 

ä 15 22 "MM 


i; 


4 26 1 
of PRE 258 be diſabled from ing as 
an attorney. 5 


« If any hs 0 TY convicted of per- 


jury, forgery, &c. ſhall practiſe as an at- 


torney or ſolicitor in any ſuit or action, 


the judge, where ſuch action ſhall be 
brought, hath power to tranſport the 


offender for ſeven years, under ſuch pains 
and penalties as other felons. | 


If any en ſhall procure a blank 


warrant from any ſheriff, with intent to 
arreſt, before a writ is delivered, * ſhall 


be expelled and puniſhed. 


Every attorney muſt enter and: tis x 
warrant of attorney in the ſuit he is em- 


ployed to „ under the * of . 


10]. 


«© The olaintif 5 attorney 2208 fle "iy in 


the term he declares, and the defendant 8 
his in the term he appears. | 


And no attorney ſhall appear « or plead a 


ee 


plea, without a warrant from. his client.“ +4 8 


Neeb ding our 8 abound with 


theſe and many more excellent proviſions in 


behalf of the * at large, by * 


ing 


8 Las an able lawyer, bochivg to doubt, 


' 


a Et 
ing limits to the power, and inforcing the 
duty, of attornies, we daily feel their inſuf- 

flciency to protect our liberty and property, 

a proof that human foreſight is unequal to 

the taſk of guarding againſt the invention 

and chicanery of neceſſitous villany. 


However, as the evils ariſe not ſo much 
from the DerecT of our laws as from 
a BREACH of them, there is a firm bot- 


tom to proceed on, and from your inſa. 


tiable hatred to oppreſſion, we may hope 
to ſee ſome wholeſome regulations in the 
ſheriffs department, The judicious choice 
of Mr. Reynolds, as under-ſheriff, will greatly 
facilitate a remedy to theſe growing com- 
plaints ; from whom, as a man and friend to 
the community, we have every thing to hope 


$3 a 


Lock- u wp. Shakes." EMPHATICALLY called 
ſpunging-houſes, were originally inſtituted 
for the mutual benefit and advantage of 


debtor and creditor, as a kind of inter- 


locutory reſidence or reſpite from a priſon, 
which gave to the former a lotted time to 
procure ſureties for his appearance, raiſe 
money or friends to pay the debt, or other- 
wiſe ſettle the matter; with like opportunity 
to the latter to conſider of and conſult his 
own e Thus far it became a humane 


J 


5 


1 26 4 
and equitable inſtitution ; but, OTrmrora ! ” 
O Mokks ! how ſubverted are the lock-up- 
"houſes of this day: the inſtant a debtor 
_ enters one of theſe confines, a temporary | 
hell preſents itſelf. He is hemmed in and 
ſurrounded by a ſet of wretches, whoſe daily 


bread depends on the misfortunes of others ; 


on the one fide he hears pettyfoggers read- 


ing lectures on the Troy of vice, on the 
other, bailiffs urging the neceffity of its 


PRACTICE; before him are raigned the 
unhappy pupils, induſtriouſly improving on 5 


their infernal precepts, and rendering fraud, 
perjury, rapine, and every degree of 3 5 
bery, as mechanical as ſhoe- making; be- 
"hind ſtands a female Anodyne, bloated with 
all the infections purged from her ſex, her 
heart ulcerated with vice, and her face with 
brandy, railing at the cruelty of creditors, 
and piouſiy banding off comfort to his miſ-_ 
fortunes, by holding out advice pernicious as 
"Eve's apple, a taſte of which would entail 
r on his whole poſterity. | | 


by: > ungiog-houſe, in its bed late. is 
as deſtructive to the principles of a man, as 
a brothel to the chaſtity of a woman; both 
enter with an equal degree of timidity and 
terror, and are ſeduced by ſimilar ſtages of 
vciouſneſs. The former, - who held it a 
6; diſhonour 


2 # a 1 2 


\ 


To 15 29 1 
J Anh to delay payment of his bill with 


. punctuality, will, after a month's reſidence 
e ſpunging-houſe, from helliſh tenets and 
e xecrable examples, think it meritorious to 
cheat every creditor he has. The latter, 
who held the leaſt obſcenery offenſive to her 
car, will, from a like mode of ſeduction, 
and abominable examples, not only endure 
the ſound, but court the ſubſtance. Moſt 
certain it is, that the ſeeds of vice are alike 
plentifully ſown in theſe diabolical ſemi- 
naries, and the hand of authority only can 
prevent its increaſe. But it appears, that 
theſe abuſes committed by ſheriffs officers 
are not wholly recent or local; for ſo long 
ſince as the year 1413 we find an act, in the 
firſt year of Henry the Fifth, to prevent 
abuſes, extortions, and oppreſſions of. bai- 
'liffs ; Which act runs thus: Foraſmuch 
_« as the king's liege people dare not proſe- 
cute or complain of the extortions or op- 
« preſſions to them done by the bailiffs of 
ſheriffs, becauſe that the ſaid bailiffs of ſhe- 
3 de ſo continually year after year abid- 
ing with the ſheriffs, interchangeably in 
one office or in another, our lord the 
e king, by the advice and aſſent of tjũe 
lords ſpiritual and temporal, and at the 
ſpecial inſtance and ſpecial requeſt of the 
8 commons of this realm, hath ordained 
W_ | | cc and 


of 30 1 
« and eſtabliſhed, THAT THEY WHO ' Ha 
TOS BA1L1FFs , OR, SHERIFFS BY ONE YEeAR 
«© SHALL BE IN No such OFFICE BY 
Wa THREE Years NEXT FOLLOWING. 


But by this =; a 3 act the bai- 
Us of ſuch ſheriffs, whoſe ſheriffwicks are 
inberitable, are excepted. Now the lord 
mayor and citizens of London have the 
ſmeriffalty of London and Middleſex in fee 
by charter; therefore the bailiffs come with- 
in the above exception. The acts themſelves - 
are affirmative, and the exception conſe- 
_ quently leaves a negative pregnant, which | 
gives the ſheriff full power to diſcharge ſuch . 
. bailiffs under ſheriffwicks inheriable, as if 
the acts had made no EXCEPTIONS. . 


8 7 removal then of the officers, « or at leaſt 
the greateſt part of them, is the firſt ſtep to- 
wards a reformation ; and the more effectu- 
ally to eradicate. the evil, as far as your 

| power will extend, let them be replaced 

with men of moderate honeſty and morality. 

Chuſe them as you do other officers of leſs 

| conſequence, by ballot, election, &c. ſuch 

a mode of choice will ſoon procure proper 
perſons, and put the officers on a reputable 
föooting. There is nothing diſhonourable in 

N 1 * itſelf, more than in conſtable | 

Or 


. 1 
or any other miniſter of juſtice; the name 
of bailiff is become 3 ONLY from 
a notion, that none are ſuch but thoſe totally 
deſtitute of every ſpark of humanity and 
honeſty. Sheriffs themſelves are royal of- 
ficers of great dignity, taking place even: of 
noblemen in the county during their ſheriff- 
_ alty. - Can it then be ſuppoſed, that the 
immediate deputies of an officer, whom the 
law honours with a judicial and miniſterial 
Juristen, almoſt to unlimited power, 
ſhould be compoſed of men too infamous 
for any other employment, ſuch * only as are 
excluded from all ſocial and friendly ſocieties 
of men? However it would be extremely 
unjuſt, and argue a want of candour and 
common charity, to indiſeriminately con- 
found the good with the bad, or make the 
hi whole anſwerable for che crimes of a * 


Amidſt ſuch a body 5 it is to ba $a 


hoped that Mee are not wanting; but 


'I wilt venture to lay, that thoſe exceptions on 
will chiefly be found in the ſerjeants at mace, U 


ſome of whom have been reputable tradeſ- 
men, and ſtill retain a memory of their own 
misfortunes, which ferves to keep the facul- 


'* Sheriffs * MERELY * thei being sven, are 
| TT! in the e of all 3 me 
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' ties of feeling and 8 in a proper dr 


culation, and makes them view the precipice | 


from which 3 fell e the e 
of others. | | 


But as it does not become my purpoſe or 
bee to ſelect the guilty from the innocent, 


will leave them to ſtand juſtified by their 


own works, as they paſs your more critical 
obſervation ; all I contend for at preſent, is 
"THE VERACITY OF THIS SHORT NARRA- 
RATIVE, IN WHICH I HAVE NOT RELATED 


o ALLUDED TO A SINGLE TRANSACTION 


BUT I CAN AUTHENTICATE: WITH AG- 
GRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES. LET THEN | 
THE PROOF OF PAST INJURIES BE MY 
Task, A PREVENTION OF THE FUTURE 
YouRs. From the foregoing obſervations 


we may fairly conclude, that the preſent 


mode of holding the perſon of houſe- 
keepers in trade to bail, is no more bene- 
ficial to creditors than reputable to debtors, 
even ſuppoſing ſuch arreſt to be thoroughly 

conſonant with the law of the land. $i 


But to quit the legality, and turn to the 
equity and policy of confining the body of a 
| debtor. There can be no reaſon given agree- 
able to humanity or chriſtianity, why one. 
2 1 0 ſhould be 3 for a crime, if 


twWo 


. X 


% 
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two concur in the guilt: * cteditor hae 
gives improper credit, with a view of exor- 
bitant gain, meets the debtor half way in the 
fraud by the very act of truſt. In the for- 
mer it is premeditated fraud and avarice, in 
the latter raſhneſs and folly. It is for his 
oon fake that the creditor gives credit, and 
his hope of advantage begets a confidence 
in the creditor. As the contract or cauſt 1 
mutue, ſo 9 che eee e 1 045 


> We "mM ſeen + one generation OR ate - 
"> other impriſoned for debts they could not 
pay; and experience daily teaches, that A2 
piriſon, fo far from affording a creditor's de- 
mand, ſhuts up, with the debtor, ev 
hope of recovering it. Why then ſhould 
We purſue the remedy without a benefit? 
If the debtor has property, take it, and the 
end of arreſt is fully anſwered. If no ſuch 
property is to be found, the want of it can 
be no conſolation to the debtor; and it is 
inhuman to add affliction o on U * oy 
a misfortunes, . : 
x we ſearch the — PARTY it t will 
nap: that a vaſt majority of priſoners 


are ſuch from the villanies of attornies, the 
injuſtice of creditors, or from a diſability to 
pay ſuch debts as ought not, from the na- 
: ture of —_ contra:t, to be paid. The juſt, 
"4A E PR a 


1 3 a 
1 


. 
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fait, FRA TN man ſeldom imprifons his 
« debtor for a want of abilities fo much as for 
want of inclination. In the latter caſe, im- 
priſonment is too flender a puniſhment 7 
the offence, in 8 former too harſh and fe- 8 
vere. W 


1 am not <a en br as to 850 for 
& i in behalf of a man, who has wafted his 
creditors ſubſtance by every act of diffipa- 
| tion and profligacy; but there certainly 
WW ought to be a line drawn between the frau- 
| Balent and honeſt debtor : the one merits a 
more exemplary correction than the laws in- 
_ Ai, che other claims not only the law's 
protection but the aid of mr. | 


„„ EK, 


The miſery atvcendiog debtors wot * 
6 avoided, if creditors would HTN to 
ſee and treat with them, inftead of ſending 
an attorney, whoſe hearts in oat are not 
made of penetrable ſtuff; to hope for mercy 
from them, is putting your finger 1 in 2 | 
fire and begging 1 it not to burn. | 


Attornies fees amount "Y ten or „ben 
2 by ſuing a debtor to execution, and 
by TR terms to avoid it as many Thllings 

only; it is therefore abſurd to ſuppoſe an 


SF \Attorney,awould_ Oey an amicable adju hal. 


TY 


ti As I have in the courſe of theſe confuſed 
2 1 indigeſted obſervations pointed out the 
ſeveral abuſes of attornies and bailiffs, with 
their ſeveral remedies, I ſhall endeavour to }. 
ſhew the reaſon why theſe remedies remain 
unapplied, and why ſuch atrocious offences 
eſcape the vigilance, energy, and force of fo 
many ſtatutes framed for their detection, and 
upon a ſtrict enquiry we ſhall 5 owe * 
; undlar two general * 1 hy 7 


a Theſe outrages are moſtly e © on 
ſuch objects as are in a defenceleſs ſitüation, 
and conſtrained to ſilence from their in- 
abilities to complain. If, per contra, the 

oppreſſed perſon faves enough out of the 

wreck to make application, it is made under 


theſe difadvantageous circumſtances. An 


attorney of integrity and reputation as ſtu- 
diouſly ſhuns a conteſt with miſcreants, fo 
loaded with infamy, as they would an epi- 
demical contagion; on the other hand, an 
attorney of the ſame ſtamp renders the re- 

medy infinitely worſe than the diſeaſe.” The 
relief obtained from ſuch an advocate ſerves 
but to involve and plunge the complainant 
in a more horrid gulph of diſtreſs, by pick- 
ing his pocket - every ſhilling he can pro- 
cure, and afterwards felling his cauſe to the 


mee defendant, This is a truth fatally 
: | . felt 


: 7 36 1] 
felt by one half of the world, and {acknows 
7 5 ledged by the other. THe 


0 then the 3 and 3 of . 


e is deeply engaged in the extirpa- 
tion of theſe diſgraceful nuſances to THEIR 
community; a ſmall degree of THEIR exer- 


tion would bruſh theſe aſps from the face of 
the earth, which now buzz and. ſting, to 
te annoyance of every leſs. offcnſive | mem- 


ber of i 4 


'To ſay that this erent 5 is not «eaſy! to 


* 


accompliſh, is folly and cowardice in the ex- 


treme. A proper knowledge in the laws, 


joined to a little ſpirit and reſolution, would 
abſolutely bring the whole artillery of petty-. . 
foggers to capitulate at leaſt, and we ſhould 


| ſee them reduced to the alternative of living 


by the fair arc or e ſome t 
er. ery | 


”" it not 8 to Sand the OPER 1 2 ; 
4 of law. out of countenance; when I poſi- 


tively aver to their teeth, that, with the aſ- 
fiſtance of the laws now in force, and an 
able attorney of ſpirit and character, I would 


undertake to render theſe horrid tranſactions 


3 with ee for e fu- 
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But what can we expect, when our moſt 
eminent pleaders will view a monſtrous gi- 
gantic villany ſtalking on the verge of his 


4 


brief, and will not ſtep out of his methodical 
path to catch it? Have we not heard an 
orator exclaim, Your lordſbips are well ac- 


 quainted with the abilities of this man, this 


" quire of affidavits are of his manufafory, the 


crelit of which, my lords, will render an en- 
planation of the matter unneceſſary? 


bees Notwithſtandin g the known and eſtabliſhed - 
character of the ſolicitor in queſtion, the very 


next cauſe we ſee the ſame eloquent gentle- 
man take up the trowel and plaiſter of logic, 
and completely cover the egregious blacking 
he beſtowed on him half an hour before. 


11 is not all the rhetorical eloquence, muſ- 
tered from the force of language, that can 


. reconcile this abſurdity to common ſenſe. 


The man who was all infamy half an hour 


ago cannot make ſo quick a tranſition ; but 
on ſuch paradoxes in law does the ſafety and 
ſupport of theſe Jeofails depend. | 


Much having been ſaid about the peculiar 

_ qualifications and abilities of a pettyfogging 

attorney, I ſhall conclude this Letter with a 
e portrait 


wy 
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of 
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7” 35 J- 
portrait of the moſt eminent“ one in this me- 


bebe 3 1 fn... otny 
He 1 his Commons with bailiffs, 


t Knights of the pad and the poſt, and other 
illuſtrious perſonages of equal dignity. He 


has moſt carefully gleaned up all the little 
quirks and artifices in the law, which being 
too few for his purpoſe, he has augmented 
the number with ſome of his own inven- 
tion. The fair practice he ever held an un- 
certain revenue, and honeſty a bar to wealth. 
A weak conſcience has difincumbered. him 


of integrity, and a diſlike to poverty freed 


him from every grain of morality, Right 
and wrong claim no diſtinction, but as they 
ſeverally ſerve his intereſt. Juſtice and in- 
juſtice bear the ſame convenient equality. It 
would be matter of wonder ſhould a man, 
ſo happily equipped for advancement, miſs 
ſucceis. We now find him armed, cap. d- pe, 
with writs of error, reverſe of judgments, 


'  Tham pleas and demurrers, and Nature's 


great deſign fully anſwered in his, creation. 
She beſtowed knavery with a laviſh hand; 

the addition of ſolicitor and ſcrivenor Ras 
ſtamped him pettyfogger in every limb. His 
penetration is ſuperior to moſt mens; the 
firſt fee enables him to pronounce the cauſe 


Ju the ſecond amounts to inſpiration, and 


a third 


4 1 


A third! ſhall decree his client the kingdom F 
Mexico, if he wants it. Find but money, 

and he will find title. Let him finger a 
purſe, and he will out-run the lawyer in 8 
fable, Who eat the oyſter and left his client 
the ſhell; our pettyfogger will ſwallow the 
one and pocket the other. He is the Hyzzna* 

of the law, at whoſe hideous howl the other 

curs are dumb. His appetite for villany is 

moſt voracious, and in time we may hope to 
ſee him, like AARON s ſerpent, devouring 
every poiſonous reptile of his own ſpecies. 
His conſczence never takes a general view of 
his actions, but occaſionally peeps when he 
Handles the New Teſtament. In that mo- 
ment his whole frame ſhakes from its center, 
and his ſoul ſeems agitated, as if pregnant 
with the murder of the twelve apoſtles. He 
is a remarkable inſtance of God's love for 
the creation; to warn mankind againſt the 
wiles of his tongue, Infinite Goodneſs has ſet 
a token of deception in his countenance. In 
his face we have a perfect index to his heart, 
each feature is a hieroglyphic expreflive 
of horrid crimes beyond the reach of lan-, 
guage, Perjury has fo infected his breath, 


1 Ariſtotle and Elian relate, that a Uo lofes the faculty of 
barking when he opens; that he imitates the ſpeech of a 
human being for the purpoſe of gaining admittance into their 
. to devour them. | 


that 7 
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wy = taint 18 the e meat. 
3 > ching but cn | 1 
eures him from repentance, 3 
5 ES leſs as being. the price of 
Hie ſeems to have the gift of divinity, ſo far 
Ei as: to propheſy his.own end; and therefore 
1 Keeps a monitor * in the houſe-t to remin 


8 him Hax iN is not repealed. Quirks, 


ö 155 - 8785 ſubterfuges, and evaſions having kindly 
= e him through his filthy life, as a 
werk of his gratitude he will remember 


idem in bis death; fo that when the laſt 
RED Trumpet ſounds. to judgment, like QuevE- 
F lawyer, he will DEMUR, under 5 
38 = tence that the proceedings were wrong fr 
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_ 4 * The * Wh 3 onally officiates 25 wiſe, band, 
EL - priefteſs; or any thing moſt convenient, often ſerenades him 
ES. e of his 15 inſiſting; on t he muſt be 


* 
\ 


& 
4 3 1 8 M4 * 4 4 - 
_ . © CRY * 7 os EE 13 Tat * 


"+ 
3 
* 
- 
* 
” * 
e 
4 
— F 
4 
— 

1 
0 3 
is y 
4 „* * 

1 * * 55 
} 
of * or = » 
; < n - MN | 
| . 5 * , 
l \ ” 
| 1 A": / 
Le WO. : - 4 rags * 

1 = # * 
i , 7 by —— . 4 n 60 
— 

b: 3 : 

its 5 = 7 : ; 

n 1 an * * 
4 - - * 3 * 
$7 * * 1 * 

. — 3 # F; 
* Fl # * 7 — 1 
* 4 - * 
# „ 4 = 
. 4 ** * * * IE 
** 4 
* * * * - 
. — * 
* * 0 
8 1 1 F * = xt * * * oF - 
= * - 
* "- 3 *%s. » Py 
, * „ * * 
- 
. N — 4 WV. 2 
= - 
t 25 ; 
* #8 


